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Lord Lieutenants Secretary, Mr. Flood; 


Lyfaght, and half the leading men of your 


2 | 
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"avs" 6500 110 packet, which 1 
» ſhall fer ward, according tb Ditectiot; 


and in every inſtanee, obſerve the' inſtruc 


tions of your letter. Vour Speaker, yout 


v 


*. W 


Mr. Beresford, Sir Henry Cavendilh; Mr. 


Houſe of Commons, are" Gwen London! 
Would to Heaven, it may be for then 
country s good; and that they may return, 
the harbingers of peace and e 
to Ireland. Sute I am, that if harmony; 


honeſty, and patriotiſm, prevails amongſt 
them; there is nothing within the claim of 


A 2 Ireland; 


* 


. 
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Ireland; juſtly. to demand; Orr of Britain; 


„ 


honourably to grant; which will not be 


complied with, 
The people of England at large; are he 


NO. means; adverſe, to the ſentiments, and 
requiſitions, of the people of Ireland: 


They know, that they are the ſentiments, 


and requiſitions, which. a. free people ought 
to adopt; and ſuch as they themſelves, have 
| bled to eftabliſh: They know, that the 


rights, and independence of Ireland, are 
founded on the ſame baſe, and ſupported | 
by the ſame pillars, as their own; they do 
not wiſh to ſce fetters forged for Ireland; 


| which. in ſuceeſſion of time, they are cer- 


tain, would be - transferred to themſelves ; 
nor will they fold their arms with jndif- 
ference, when they ſee the houſe, juſt 
bordering on their own, in flames. They 


poſſeſs a large ſtock of common ſenſe; are 


no ſtrangers to juſtice; and are univerſally. 
impreſſed with» an unconquerable paſſion; | 
| for e tha! bikes and ay of it, 


Fo oe: therefore, 
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| therefore, by che people of Ireland, will 7; 


oo meet. with: PR from them. 12 


771 2 * 6 
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1 he * N bien which pa 


A ed to embarraſs Iriſh claims, was founded 
on the principles of commerce, which the 
generality of the Engliſh, and particularly 


the manufacturers, are extremely jealous of: 


That difficulty being now removed, by the 
late repeal of the coercive laws on Iriſn 
woollens, and glaſs; and even a favour 
granted, by throwing open the Weſt India, 
African, Levant, and Colony trade to you; 
I do nof apprehend, that any, the leaſt op- 


poſition, will be given by the maſs. of the \. 
people here; towards eſtabliſhing the li- 
berty and independence of Lead, on the, | 


moſt. firm, and een baſis. 


* * 


> 


1 little n 5 the Trih ones RIA 


ſition to their juſt demands, from the mi- 
niſtry of England, if they are but upright and. 
faithful to themſelves, It remains howe ver to 


be ſeen; whether this ſhew- of patriotiſm, 5 


which has Ae itſelf overthe kingdoms 1 


ee 


11 8 1 
te the igll g/ faluns of Sabel bing ſtatef⸗ 
men Who mean to found their greatneſp, 


Aal, which hard neceflity, may have forted 


gave it birth, or the calm, fleudy blaze-'of 


ſumes the droſs of ſordid ſelfiſhneſs, and in 
| the end; ſhews the fair Amer Putrin, tohave 
been the: ſource, from whence it ſtrung; 
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whom he promiſed, long ere this, to on 


for merey, and ſupplicants even for life: he 


ſucceſs; on the contrary; threatened with 
ſomething more than a probable removal 
_ his office; he will exert every in- 

| fluence, 


ON the. ruin of their country. The haſty 


ftom the ſcarce feeling, flinted boſom of 
adverſity; which ceaſes with the tub; which 


ufrtue; Which firengthens as it burns; con- 


and love of liberty, the ore, from whiel 


--$hauld thi lalt prove to 10 5th & cal — 
/ miniſter will. meet; and yield bim to your 

carlieſt ſuit. Defeated, and diſmayed at 
the ſteady oppoſition of the Americans; 


brought to the foot of the throne; ſuitors 


will not with to embark in new and to all 
appearance, more improbable. projects of 


1 


fluerice:'to' try and conciliate one part; at 
leaſt, of the empire; to a favourable difpo- | 
fition for him, to ſmooth his retreat, | avert 
en r "yp the tide of. ruin. : 
- As lige Probably (esl the ehen This 
timents be Known) would his majefty, 55 

=» *the juſt demands of his people of re- 
land; the natural im pulſe” of me "heart, 
would certainly lead hith to gratit; What 2 
ever he deemed right? atid polfey, Wien 

the 16% of thitteen Provinces z may, E fear, 
of every claim to property, 1 in e ble 

continent of North Afterier; would!probu- 
bly induce him, not to riſque che J6 fs ef 
another, very conſiderable art of his em- 
pire; merelyeför the" Hake of aggrahdizing, | 
and veſting an unchnſtitütienal fupft ae 
In __ n of Great Britan- Hot 


1 5 7 7 peers 15 bars © Tarot; Fe 5 215 © Tg 
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Fee chöſe editficierwtionis; T kat uk 
rd morally « certain; that if Ireland perſe- 


2 
* 


vere, in a ſteady demand of her cbnſtitu- 5 4 


tional rights; 30 the t le } th obtain 5 
them ; *qhe'> Lesbian of any one, two 
* * +, „„ 3 three, 


Ak 
1 or three hundred cndividueles: how 
ever ample their? fortunes; however great 


their, abilities,” or however extenſive their 
connections may be, can never materially 


affect the cauſe; ibe body of the people be 


determined. That one circumſtance, inevi- 
tably inſures ſucceſs; „the ſeceſſion of: a 
few great men, or of all the great men in 
the kingdom; may impede; but cannot de- 
feat the end; if. the reſt of the kingdom be. 
unuted; as in that caſe; every great man, 
would find himſelf reduced to mere indivi- 


dual Unite. ; equal only to a man and con- 


The night. 4 leg, 5 abjet 3 
' dence on the great, is, I think, I may ſay 
without error; now fairly at an end; "twas 
_ dark! 'twas tedious! and oppreflive! The 
Sun of freedom has ariſen, with indepen- 
dence in his orb; and ſpread a gleam of 
luſtre over the land; as yet it is, as but 


an early dawn, and doubtful twilight. 
Clouds: may ariſe; nay, ſhowers of blood 
T may 


. 


* 


R R 
may obſcure it, ere it reach its noon day 

| height happily, it may do ſo, without the « 
chequered horrors, of a conflict ſcene! but 
it will be. intolerable, ſhould it ever again 
| ſink back into the gloom which it has diſ- 

pelled! its light will have then ſerved; only 
to ſhew the hideouſneſs of. ſlavery! and its 
warmth, have revived us, only to a new 
ſufferance of death! better to have ſlept 
on, in the ſtupor of numbneſs; than awake 
to the ſmarting of a ſkin-ſtripped feeling! 
better never to have ſtruggled with our 
chains; than to have ground them into the 
fleſh! and better never to have known 


hope, than to be ee into the _ 
a. - | 


- Should 1 now 1 * een 


ledge full ſatisfaction, and acquieſcence, in : 
the late extenſion of her trade; by the re- 


peal of part of the coercive ee eee . 


by the legiſlature of Great Britain, for the 

reſtriction thereof; ſhe will be then indeed 

e el ihe; in be permitted to 
bs ot b enjoy 
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| and _ Pn the ſufferance and permiſ- 


7 nw" Þ 


Aer that trade; only till Great Britain 
ſhäll be in a condition; aut horitatively. 
and! decifively to reſtrict it, to whatever 


extent ſhe ſhall think proper; and the poſ⸗ 


ſibility of redreſs will be cut off for ever; 
at preſent, the indulgence is written, as 
but in ſand; the firſt breeze of power in 


England, will oblite rate the characters, an 5 
not leave a CONE of our claim to « oom 


n 1 it. eee 


The power which 1 a | {he to RO 


muft certainly have a. $ight: to reſtrict; if +4 4 
concedes, it may retract; if it enacts, it 


may repeal; repealable acts, are not per- 
manent; redreſs, without permaneney, is 
the mockery of oppreſſion; it inſults, whilſt 
it ſcenis to condeſcend; it wounds, whilſt 


it promiſes to heal; and injures, in the 
very act, of prefelſteg to be juſt. Such il 


luſtons may cheat the folly of a child, but 


they muſt provoke the judgment of a mag. 85 


Ireland has mw; but a precarious tenure 


of her trade; held merely-at the good- will, ©} 


ſion 


1 


ſion of Great e At the command 1 
ſome future ſeſſion of the Britiſh Cs - 
ment, the painted proſpect may vaniſh; 
nay it will, for the colours were intendedly 
laid on, to fade; and we ſhall then awake 
from our golden dream, of viſionary wealth, 
and commerce, to all the reality of miſery, 
| wretchedneſs and want! Ireland will then 
know, when the prevention of ruin, will 
be ſwallowed up in deſpair! that England 
only mocked her credulity, by the exten- 
fion of her commerce; and under the ſhew 
of emancipating her trade, rivetted its fet- 
ters the more ſtrongly. WITHOUT INDE- | 
PENDENCE, NO NATION CAN BE LEGISLA- 
r an COMMERCIALLY: FREE. 


7 ” Sik little Td is W to he 
diſintereſtedneſs of Great Britain; mean 
the legiſlature thereof; and I wiſh always 
to have myſelf underſtood, as preferving 
a moſt- pointed diftinction detwern that, 

and the people at large; one of whom t 
take to be, as juſt, and generous, as I hold 

the eee tq be e eee 2 


MP 


but 


it £167} 
but to ſhow I fay, how little Ireland is in- 
debted to the diſintereſtedneſs of the legi- 


ſlature of Great Britain; for the late re- 
peals of part of the coercive laws, on Iriſh 


commerce, may be eafily collected, from 
the conduct of that legiſlature; when its 


actions were free, and uninfluenced by any 
apprehenſions of danger. The premier, in 


ſpeaking to his three propoſitions, relative 


* 


to the repeal of the coercive laws, con- 


feſſed, That they were curiouſly penned, 
and with much ſevere preciſion;” yet in his 


arguments and reaſoning, in favour of the 
repeals, he founded their chief ſtrength, 
on the real non-importance, 'and ſmall com- 
mercial benefit, which they could be of, to 
Ireland. Infant manufaQuyes, ſays he, 


_ muſt firuggle with great diſadvantages; Ire- 


land has a native one, with reſpect to her 


great ſcarcity of fuel. Such was his reaſon- 


ing with reſpect to the glaſs act repeal, and 


with reſpect to the woollens; the Engliſn 
will have the advantage in fine fabries; 


*1n the low ones, the enhanced price of 


1 raw materials, will be a great impedi- 


4 ment 5 


15 1 1 
3% ment to the * Wi Parliamentary: Ro. _ 
giſter, No. 97 ; or oth of the preſent ſeſſion, 


1779, p. 178 and 180. Great 8 
_— indeed! e . 


' The mh nook by the. Bri. 
tiſh legiſlature; to the commerce of Ireland, 
was in truth, neither a boon yielded by its 
favour; nor a right, granted by its juſtice. 
It was a requiſition, which had been long 
; evaded, by its artifice; and at length ex- 

torted from its policy, thro' fear; at leaſſ 


certain it is, that no real redreſs was grant- 8 


ed; till Ireland, joined ſomething, much 
more perſuaſive than. /upplication, to her de- 


mands ; tho the Iriſh commiſhoners of the 2 


revenue, aſſert ; that © it would be highly 
$ ungrateful i in any Iriſhman- to repine, af- 
ter the very extenſive privileges; granted 
to our export trade, by the King and par- 
\ * liament of Great Britain, in the laſt ſeſ. 
* ſion.“ See their report, June 26, 1779, 2 
on an addreſs of the Engliſh Lords "<S 


| Commons re relative to In trade. This 
. 2 . 


fk 16 1 


ing the caſe, it is highly probable; that the 


enlargement will be continued, no longer, 


than whilſt the cauſe by which it was ex- 
torted, ſhall ſubſiſt. To give it perpetuity, 
Ireland muſt acquire independence; with 
reſpect to the woollen trade indeed, even 


admitting the Britiſh ſupremacy, I muſt con- 


tend, that Ireland has an unqueſtionable 


right to it. The act creating the reſtric- 
tions, was founded on Aa compact, for a 
ſuppoſed conſideration, whereby Ireland 
virtually reſigned her commerce in wool. 


| The late AQ, 20 Geo. 3. chap. 10. diſſolved 
| this compact; and when a co nad Has be- 


diſſolved, it can never be revived, but by 
the ſame parties, and powers, from which 


it originated. Wherefore, though the repeat, 


of a repealing act, generally feſtores the 
firſt act; yet, as in the preſent caſe, the 
firſt act, was founded on a compact, it can. 


not properly be _— * ho —— | 


be renewed. 


"i late Engliſh 8 pronounces the 


deim of Triſh independence a matter of 


mer 8 


* 11 would i the extreme 05 — eh, 
* to ares we _ Kn, 9 5 
gainft woc of power; nad malnteld . 
evorlaſting barriers, againſt the poſſihilit , 
of fhvery ; even in ſpeculation. Power *Y y 
being ſought after ; only from the poſſibi- —_— 
Hey of its being employed a conteſt for it, 
merely i in point of. ſpeculation, „ would not - 
be warrantable, an any principle: whatſo- 5 
ever; but the poſſibility. of! mn war- 
rants every exertion to an oppoſition- 
of. There is no certainty, that 2 wer 
| which claimed authority even in ſper has 
tion only; and thereby. held out the peſſi· 
| bility of fla very, even in but ſpeculstienz Þ} 
a way not one day ait into action, and by . 
fudden exertion of itſelf, eſtabli be lie, 
of both. This clearly proves; that though 
England would not be juſtifiable, in oppo- 
fing by force, the claimed independence of, 'Y 
Keland; lreland would be incontro. ta I "__— 
ed In every exertion; to oppoſe. 'the 
| B claimed 
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7 85 that the aſſertion, or opinion of the judges, 
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- thai hogs ſupremacy of England. if Eng- 
land be reſolved, never ta exert her ſpecu- 
lative claim of power, over Ireland; the 
claim may be relinquiſhed, without any pre- 
judice to the intereſts of England; but if 
England be determined to exert the claim, 
: the. poſſibility of Iriſh ſlavery, would be 
ſomething more than mere ſpeculation; and 
her independence ought, . to be 
moſt Wa Aber to. Too 


/ 7 IE ; 17 * 4 
1 ; 


Al the writers, ws — 488430 ipaioſt 


| "ik. independence, found: their opinions, 
on one haſty judgment of Lord Coke; in 
his 7 rep. where, in Calvin c caſe, from the 
Fear book of Rich. IIId. he- adduces the 
. opinion of the twelve judges, that Ire- 
land is 20 bound, by acts, of the Eng- 


«liſh. parliament ; becauſe not repreſented 


= « eee and in the middle of the opi- 
nion; on his own authority; without any 
: manner of proof, or reaſoning to ſupport 


the doctrine; he includes in a parentheſis, 


» 
* 
. FY 
7 
wo 


1 << 1]. | 
A ee dwg oog be dak 


< is not ſpecially named“ The text, how- - 
< ever, happily rejects * eee, for the 


caſe cited, and on which the judges de- 


hvered their opinions, was founded on the 5 


ſtaple act; 2d. Hen. 6. cap. 4. Wherein 
Ireland was, ſpecially” and expreſsly named; 
yet tlie Judges, unanimouſly, as I have al- 


ready ſaid, delivered it as their opinions, 


in the Exchequer chamber; that © 7 could 


* not extend” 10 Ireland. 1 nulites non 
* * habent en Re eee 


1 


"gs | «} 77 1 * 


- Whoever de, this iinerpaterthefies 5 
ien of Lord Coke: without any man- 


ner of proof, or argument given by him, in 

ſupport of it; and at the ſame time, cbm. 

Pain it with what his Lordchip ſays, in 
another place; 4 Inſt. cap. 1. on the ſubje 


e repreſentation; will eafily: perceive; that = 


Ireland ought not to be bound by Englith 
| acts; even though ſp 


be amazed, how ſuch a hore of writers 


0 ſhould be led away y by the” 8 1 habe * 5 
. cha; 2:58.90 8 pope Tort E &s ay - 
t . 
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eeially named j and Will! 
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1 =o J 
called: it, 20% opmion of one man; who 


however great; certainly was liable to error; 
and who gave up ſo much of his time to 


common law; as Mr. Molyneux well ob- 
ſer ves! as le to neglect the laws of 
nations; yet ſuch is the ſandy foundation, 


dn which the claim of England's ſupremacy 


over Ireland, is moſt een aid n 


| dien dea! A. 


r 


e binde but 1 TY 7 


ak indefenfible ; is ſet up, under the decla- 


ratory act of England; paſſed in the 6th 
George ift. whereby it is declared, that 
« Ircland is; always was; and of right 

* ought to be; bound by acts of the Britiſh | 
« legiflature; in all caſes whatſoever.” The 
abſurdity. of the declaration, however, is 


 'glarmg; and at firſt;view almoſt deſtructive 
of the: doctrine it meant. to eſtabliſn. It is 


negatived by truth, 3 en _ Ln 


_—_ 0 W D "<4 


7 * 2 
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In ia be firſt place; it is. 7 N that Ir 1 


bee was not * hound by acts of the 
in 


RT 7 
Britiſh leginatvre; beeanſe, a TR he 3 
the reign, of Henry the ad of Bngland; | 
that any manner of common 8 ties, 
or the moſt diſtant legiflativ oe oy 


exiſted between them ; ; conſequently,” any 
claims of legiſlative authority, in one, ovEer 
the other; could not have ſubſtſted; and 
the declaration, i is in this rap repug⸗ Vo 
nant to truth. e 
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| 2; Eushelk 6 al act; con Sonflituted N 
herfelf, the judge in Ber own cauſe; con- 
trary to every idea of juſtice, andthe efta- 
bliſhed | maxims in ber own. law books; • 
which lay it down; „ Fwy Quo ans non 
wes debet eſſe, judex inpropria caufd, 8 Co. 
4 18. Dyer, 65, and various me places. 4: 
e 220 War 
2; The act is dente = eclaratory 6 
acts, muſt be founded | on acknowledged 
rights; but no ſach, r ri ghts, were admitted 5 
by the people « of Rade to exi Mt; on the * 
contrary z the claim was repro ated; ; it was 
openly. and race een. by 5 
1 


rr « 971 ye hd IO DS 104 ern 9 rr ern — 


1 


Mr. „Melpacus, and ſeveral iber great 
men 3 and had been even judicially decided 5 

againſt, by twelve rer judgos;-in the 

cCaſe already ment, eee A 


non 5 


Nn e mot; sd Dar 
_4thly,. a b be wy ſubverts 2 ger . 
freedom, of Irelagd, F guaranteed to. her; = 
as full, and expreſs terms, by NMaeNA 2 
CAR TA, in the iſt Hen. 3d. ag it ever 


: 4 21 F 


was to England; in that, or any other reign; 


_ 2nd. which, was further, confirmed; in the 


1oth Hen, th of England; when; 5; a8 Lord | 
| Coke obſerves; the confirmation of char- 
5 ters: dhe tallage. a4; and thirty-twa, other 
cortoborating ſtatutes; were all recognized 
into lreland; 2 inſt, 2d. 1 beg leave.t to ob- 
| Nerve, that the confirgation here mentioned, 
to have been made, in the 10. Hen. 7. is 
by no means, the law; EN ſtigmatized in Ire- 
land, by the ; opprobriops n Name of Poynings' - 
law., Sir Edward Poynings, during his lieu- 
0 tenancy. in Ireland, pat ed three and twenty 
laws; moſt of which, \ were. very advantage- | 
ous, 0 che kingdom: but i in order to curb 
4 | = 


„„ 

the overgrown power of the Earl of Kil- 
dare, who was an almoſt perpetual Lord 
Deputy of the kingdom; and an avowed 
partizan of the Vork family, a real or pre- 
tended deſcendant of which bad been actual- 3 
ly declared King by the parliament. of Ire ; 
land; an act was paſſed; whereby it was 
= eſtabliſhed; that no parliament ſhould be 
1 |  holden'in Ireland till the cauſes,” and mo- 

1 tives, for convening the ſame; and the mat- 
VVV intended to be therein enacted; ſhould 
; de firſt certified into England, under te Ke 
welehe privy council of Ireland; where- 1 
by, all attachments to the York party were 2 
rendered at leaſt impotent, but a dangerous 
excreſcence: was, thereby raiſedon the conſti- 
tution; which ultimately has tended to a- 
bridge the prerogative of the crown; and 
cut off the free "intercourſe between the 
king and his people. This act, is cap. 4. 
10 Hen. 7th... The one above referred to, whe? 
is en 22. o Same nee it ſeems, 
WE. ett gies and, ant * chooſe 85 
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1 * 10855 ee Was e ee 3 ths reign of 55 
Henry VII, Perkin Warbeck, who had been acknowledged 1 


5 


” 
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* on 
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aback to eonſider all the laws, paſſed in 
Sir Edward e Werne as x 


; 4 AW: 
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as Duke "; 1 ok by the Dachel e of Pods; | 
who had ſecured ſome friends and eſtabliſhed a correſpon- 
| denee for him in Ireland ; ; being ſupplied by her, with mo- 
ney and ſhipping ; to profecute his claim to the crown of 
England;; ſet out en that project. Adta Regla, p. 331. 
And Lambert Simmel, having in the year 1487, been 
crowned King of England, in Dublin, in the preſence 
of the Earl of Kildare, Lord Deputy of freland, of the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Treafarer, Earl of Lincoln, Lord 
Lovel, and many other perſons of quality, in open defl- 
ance of the title of Henry, who had been then, for .two 
| years, ſeated ( on the throng ; it wap 3 but prudent in Henry, 
tte prevent the meeting of a parliament 1 in Ireland, "till he 
ſhould have a previous knowledge © of What was intended to 
be tranſacted therein; leaſt a ceremony, ſimilar to what 
| had been eng in favour of Nun; might be agam 
performed; in favor. of Marbeck. his ſeems to have 
been the real motive, for paſſing, that law, diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of Poynings law, which is ſo much objected to, 
and which, being founded on temporary expedience, now 
totally done away there can be no reaſon for continuing 
it in forte, contrary to the expreſs wiſh, and deſites'of' the 
people; nay it may become dangerous to the crown; 
through a treacherous Lord Lieutenant and Privy Codacil : 
for ſoppoling a pretender to the eren, to make idtgteſt 


1 as 1 


Lawz and t erefore it is, that 4 mplifica- 
tion, as it has been termed, of Poynings 
law, will be, I. underſtand, moved for in 
your houſe of commons. I conſider every 
law, on a different ' fubjeQ, as a diſtinct 
law; and the opprobrious term of Peyn- 
ings law, as confined to chap. Ach, which 
creates a dangerous, unconſtitutienal power, 


in the 2 N But to return to the 


| with „ ee eee | 
wiſhes and ſentiments of parhament ; whoſe ſentiments, 


7 may be by them ſuppreſſed; -and never tranſmitted. to the 


n—nay ſuppoſe an abal invaſion of the kingdom, 
to take place ; and an addiels to be reſolved on by Par- 
lament, for atraying the-militiaz or any other bilt to be 
propoſed by them, for ſupport of the monarch; on the 
_ throne; ſuch bill (may under the uſe now made of Poyn · 
ings law) be ſuppreſſed; and the monarch on the throne 
| depoſed; before he knew any "thing of the intention. _ 
As to the fad of Simnel's coronation in Ireland ; fee Sir 
James Ware” s appendix ad Diſquis de Hibernia, who ſays; | 
that he was crowned with a 2 taken from a ſtatue of 
che Virgin Mary, in one of the"Charchesz and that the 
I Biſhop of Meath, W (revenge the coronation ſer- 
mon. | 
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- «thly, It is s objectionable; ; becauſe i 
wreſts from the Iriſh, their own' 3 „ 
laſt appeal, in matters of judicature. Such 
a meaſure, tranſcends the limits of tyranny; 
and verges into ſomething, worſe than uſur- 
| pation ; it is at variance with the moſt com- 
mon principles of reaſon and law; and ſub- 
verts the very foundation of juſtice: reaſon 
dictates, that truth may be beſt aſcertained, 
where circumſtances are beſt - known; and 
lay preſcribes, that judges, (for jurors are 
the great judges) ſhould be ſufficient men 
of the vicinage; S. P. C. 154.— 28 Edward 
Iſt. chap. . in application of common law. 
The principle is directly applicable in caſes 
of property; which conſtitute the matter 
of appeals. The declaratory act, ſubverts 
all this, and expoſes dernier appeals to error 
and injuſtice; and that Engliſh, deciſions 


1 ha ve moſt flagrantly e erred, through. Ignorance 


of 11/h uſage, is notoriouſly true; though 
in matters of property, uſage is a great 
guide: ſuch was Lord Keeper BrtDGEMAN' * 
opinion, when he declared, 5 that it, would | 


ö LE 


SS „„ 


« 5 the * Far- A : lon. eh 4 
„years, 1 Mod. 307. and in the ſame man- 
ner, Chancellor TALBOT pronounced it 
dangerous to alter uſage; for that, eva 
« tion therefrom, .confounds all property. 


Chan. caſes een Wee 27. and 
135 bj 4+, 08 N 
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P 2 gd 
| Hy I any Triſhwana Ton tha: JoQrine, - 
x withethe. late decree of the Bngliſn Lords, 
in the caſe of lapſed lives, in reverſal of a 
Chancery decree in Ireland; and let him 
remember, that though the Engliſh doctrine 
may be fundamentally legal; yet in Ireland, 
it was overcome-by uſage; and law itſelf ad- 
mits; that Conſuetudo vincit communem 
Legem,” 4 C6. 21. Wherefore, the Engliſh 
doctrine, ought to operate, only as a cor- 
rection in future; with reſpect to the 
paſt; it moſt undoubtedly is an xx rosr 
ra ro, and anne ani not to une : 
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The example 1 hows; whether 
5 Lerds, ignorant of IxIen Usxer; 
or prejudiced in their intereſts, and r - 
tunes thereby; ought. to be the ultimate 
judges of Iriſh property; which by the in- 
Juſtice of this declaratory - act; hangs, ſuſ- 
pended on the doubtful nod of an Englith 
lord chancellor, or of a Scotch chief juſtice. 


The kingdom may be convulſed; by the 
caprice, or ignorance of judges; 8TRANGERS 
0 ls cusreus; and thouſands may be 


ruined in their fortunes; through the wil. 
ful error, or anton abfurdity, of an _ 


[kann what has 3 Faid; 1 . it is 


| i Spoomtrovertable 3 that the declaratory act 


of England, | is. repugnant to truth, and 
the principles of juſtice; there is, however, a 
_  ronger objection, 17 POSSERLE, againſt it 
It is repugnant to the very principles of the 


conſtitution, and enacted at a perigd, when 
the conſtitution itſelf was ſubverted. Had 


England a right to bind Ireland, in all caſes 8 
. whatſoever, « 835 even in * z Which how- 
1 KOs ever, | 


' 
= 
x i 
1 


ever, 1 fatter da from what has | 


fol 


laid down, will be ſcarely admitted; but 


ſuppoſing even that ſhe had; the declarati- 


on of the right, coming at "the time, . and 
from the claimants, which it did; rendered 
it abortive. and totally invalid. —It Was 
made in the 6th of George I. by a body of . 
men, (for I will not. call them a parliament) 


when they paſſed this declaration which 


had been returned by the people of Eng- | 
land to repreſent them FOR THREE YEARS | 
ONLY; purſuant to the ſtatute th Will. 
and Mary, chap. 22. But who, before the 
expiration of the term, implied in their re- 
turn, and limited by the ſtatute; voted 


themſelves to be a  parhament for Fven _ 
N. e l are e Fe Sa 


Such conduct, furpaſſed the infolence 0 5 


| a Makrus, Aa SYLLA, or a CAR; ; it bio- 6 
lated every tie of truth; ſubyerted repreſen- 
tation, and annihilated the firſt principles \ 
| of the conſtitution, They might as well 
have wated ame rerg we Lament. for life; 5 


S « 


and 


| Virl 


i» } 


101 havd Aided the cuſtom of repreſenta- 105 


tives being elected by the people, a mere 
unneceſſary form. They firſt proved them- 


ſelves falſe to thoſe, whom they were ori- 
ginally returned to repreſent; and then un- 
juſt to thoſe, whom they neither did, nor 

ever were returned to repreſent, at all. 


They firſt, dealt a wound to the dignity of 


the Engliſh conſtituents; and, then ſtruck : 
deep at the majeſty of the Triſh parliament. 
Tam bold, however, to ſay ; that all acts, 
paſſed by the parliament of Great Britain; 
which was returned to ſit for three years, 
on the accefſion of George I. are deſtitute of | 


conſtitutional - validity, AFTER THE THIRD 


skEssto . From that time, ir ceaſed to be a 


parliament; and its ſubſequent, I know not 


what to call them, for they were not acts | 
of parliament; were as unconſtitutional, as 


thoſe of the common- wealth under Crom⸗ 


wel, or of any other period, in the annals of 


Engliſh anarchy and confuſion, It muſt 


be a matter of the utmoſt ſatisfaction, to 


every real friend of Great Britain, and Tre- 


land, 


” 
0 


= 
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1 3 1 
" aid, to find from this unexaggerated-r repre- : 
ſentation, of the natu re of the declaratory 5 
act; that THE QUESTION | OF: RIGHT, "UE . 
TWEEN THE TWO KINGDOMS, 18 HAPPILY 
PRECLUDED; and the neceſſity ſuſpended, - 
of that appeal; which is but two frequently. 
made in ſuch. caſes!—The' people of Eng- 
land, never will think themſelves bound to 
ſupport the claims of a body of men, wha. 


violated the conſtitution of England, as 


much in voting themſel ves competent to 
make them claims; as they inſulted the le- 
giſlative N of N 35 8 
made them. e 


R little is the - legit of Great Bri- 
tain concerned; even in the moſt diſtant ; 
view, of ſuppoſed national honor; to ſup- 
port them on the contrary ; they are War- 
ranted, nay called upon to eraſe all 1 remem- 
brance of them, from the records of par- 
Hament,; and not to permit a veſtige of 
them 0 remain for future animoſity and 
conteſt. "The convention parliament, which 

reſtored | 


TX: 


L 32 1 
reſtored Charles II. to the throne; having | 
met, without the king s writ; many great 
lawyers, were of opinion; that their acta, 
were illegal; 1 Sid. 1. and it was deemed 
neceſſary to confirm them, by 13 Car. 2 
cap. 7. and 14. though that parliament was. 

bolden under writs, from the keepers of the 
liberty. of England; though the want of 
the King's writ, vas a mere informality z— 
though. the informality aroſe Ex N ECE 
BITATE. RBI, and could not have been 
a voided. And though the king, whoſe pre- 


rogative alone was wounded Kon Wave 
ed the Berben. 12 Car. II. os 340 


The deb; ; of tho tl s not. W 
rtepreſentatives in parliament, when the 
declaratory act, as it is called, was paſſed; 
| ſeems of much more conſequence, than 
the defect of a king's vrrit; in the caſe, 
| of the convention parliament, . A perma- 
| nent, voluntary diminution of the oonſtitu - 
tional rights of the ſubj ect appeaxs much 
more. . and , 9bjeQionable, „ than 


a. tem- 


- ; 79 rs 
* * » — 
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a temporary, unavoidable infringetbent of 
the preropative of the crown,—When that 
prerogative was infringed” u pon, the in- 
fringment was cancelled, by the monatch's 
ſubſequent confent. The violation of the 
rights of the pebple of England; ' fiaiids to 
this day unapologi ed for, unreſtored, and 
unnprotected in future, from a ſimilar at- 
tempt. If the acts of the convention par- 
liament, were, in any degree exceptionable z 
as not being conſtitutional and valid, from 
the mere, and unavoidable informality, 
of not haying been convened by the. 
king's writ; when there was: not any 
king in England, to iſſue one; the acts, 
as they are called, of the 4th, 5th, 6th, 
and th of George I, muſt be utterly in- 
' admiſſible 3 as wanting the very eſſence of 
Britiſh legiſlation z (the voice of the prophe, 
by their | repreſentatroes in parliament ;) to 
give hw validity. The Engliſh legiſla- 
ture, therefore, cannot, utider ſhew of 
pb” Ons: hun or nationality, . bold itſeif 


4.41. 


| engaged, or any how called upon. . to 
of the; regulatjons of them four years, of 
George J. uſeful and proper to be conti- 
nued; it would ſeem indiſpenſably. ne- 
ceſſary, to have them, or ſo many of 
ret. as they may approve of; 3 recogniz- 

ed by the preſent jparliament ; ; When, BY 
DROPPING THE DECLARATORY .ACT, OR 
CLAIM, "RELATIVE 10 EN GLANPD's SUPRE- 
MACY OVER IRELAND; all cauſe for con- 
teſt,” may be happily, and honorably re- 


remain Rf Alu. inviolate. 8 a 


44 "> 


The opinions, indeed, of Bngliſh neren | 
ith reſpea to Ireland, muſt wound every 
feeling, and irritate” every nerve, almoſt 
into reſentment; Vaughan, in the caſe, 


% conmquered, and is not Sur Joms, p. 292. 


England; a mere provincial. -government ; 
and its parliament, lubject to the Britiſh 
©; | parliament, 


1ppport them—nay ; ſhould it deem, any, 


that it is the dominion of the crown of 


* 


moved; and the rights of each kingdom 5 


Cra. ver Raniſey y, fays, that N Ireland was 


1 
patliament;" p. 300 Ant 301. : It Was fo 
roled by Js: rünt vs; in the caſe, the e e 


of KILD ARE, verſ. Sir Mauxick Ebs kack; 


that Engliſh judges, are proper interpte- 
ters of 'Iriſh'lav Ws, VER: 422. for the odjous 


diffinction of * where Ireland is ſpecially” 


namede“ See ) Rep E 2 Rep. 111. 


I Anſt. 1412 Inſt. 2g Mo. 18.—4 Mo. 


351.—2 Vent, 4 and 5. —See alſo caſe of 


Rourke, And. 262, and caſe of Phillips 85 


and Buiy;' Skinner, 159. But it muff be 


obſervedq that the conftitutional' doctrine 5 
of common law; pronounced in the year 
books of Hen. VI. and Rich. III. direly* : 
ſupport the independence of Ireland; ale. 
moſſt explicitly declare; that Engliſh fta. 4 


« tutes, vo NOT-BIND THE: Irtsn; becauſe 


they do not ſend knights to parliament; | 
« but their perſons are the Kine's ſubjects; 


« in the fame manner as thoſe of Picardy, 
« Guienne and Poictou are; 20 Hen. VI. 


8.—4 Rich. III. 12. On which it is 6b. oY 


10 e of . wor, 


— 


* 


c 4 5 7 ist, That 


1: 46-3; 


A, "That: the dodyine carries, a pre 
2 ib becauſo they dg not. ſoul knights. 
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onal That the proof, operates cava! 
WI TAN Laxr BE SPBCIALLY,; XA. 
RD, on Nor; canſequently- that my loxd.. 
Coke's diftinQien, . vas. auge on 
WORY F, Ott 288 — 1 4 * 1 
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EY That i im ee the Irifh, „ te 
be the. King's ſyhjeQs, in tha fame. maſts - 
ner, as theſe of Picardy, Guienme, and 
Paictou were ; 4 contradiſtinctian MNas meant, 
from their beg ſubjects, in the fame man- 
ner, 28 thoſe of England were; whoſe laws. 
never did run into Pieazdy, Guiange, or 
Poictou; ;; conſequently, that the Iriſh were 
not to bo bennd ba the laws: of England; 
for it id 4. mazim in law, that ® ineluſo 
unius, oft exclafio alterint, II c. 115. 
anch the docttine is frequently pas | 
by! Plowd, logg Dalinton o en 8H & 3 
„%% Eli 12. 
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8 Bua, whenfore, by. ſpecifying the Kain "0 
the parliament of min was ks : 0 
N RY eee 
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| " atbly, That. i 0000 of the year 
books ought to be of greater weight than, Þ 
any modern authority; becauſe they ap- 
proximate nearer to the time, when the | 
claim, whether by conqueſt, or hy compa 
_ ouſt, A have: m 7 


3 the KEE 3 it ns in- = 
Sfocafably neceflary,. that Ireland, nie 
at preſent, aſcertain her in of 
f Proſcriytion, fouads at leaf} a tyrant's riley 2 
not ta reſiſt, ia in ſome meaſure to oonſent ; 
nat to oppoſe, is almaſt a. ratify. Tha 

charter and conſtitution of Ireland, 1 Hen. 
5 3d. —10 Hen. 5th. can never ſeparate Lror- 


xariox and REPRESENTATION z common 


ſenſe never can endure the political ſoleciſm, g 

es of a DovnLy SUPREME, | As a queſtion on 
ths bangs of reaſon; Ireland's right ta, 
| Ove independence, nr 


go 38 i 

independence, is" redtited to a "eertainty'; ty 
as a queſtion of policy, it is put almoſt! be- 
yond the limits of doubt; as à queſtion be- 
tween two Kingdoms, it may be reduced to 


Jeptha's appeal, Willen 18 NEVER vEtER.- 
= G 24 32 4 ot . 4 
_ MineD BUT BY BLOOD, | , 


448 3&5 —_ 2 


* 3 — %%% 1 


| Be the. event what! it may" ahi Great: 

Ae a fupremacy over Ireland 
not to oppoſe it would be meanneſs; not: 
to reſiſt it, would be treachery: acquieſ- 


cence, in this caſe, would be neither — 


| temperate paſſiveneſs"of humility; ; nor the 
bhaughty indifference of ſtoiciſm; it would” 


be the degrading” baſeneſs of timidity; or 


If patience, ſhe would then looſe the name * 
of virtue ; ſne work!” ſit ſmiling on a mo- 
nument, heaped from the 1 ruin n of her chil. 
drets ffeedom! e,, 


5 
pwn. 
. 


= " #* * 


Von will think me warm; but Uiey who 
feel by rule, and not by inſtinct; ' who' 


can meaſure out their paſſions, by the ſtan- 
dard of prudence: N and ſuit their reſent= 
A #0 ment 


you may believe me to be, 


91 


ment to the ; of times, may 1 
philoſophers; but they are not men. An 
| honeſt irritability, and indignation againſt , 
oppreſſion, is intimately interwoven with the 
human frame. He whoſe irritability, and 

indignation, i is not provoked, nay exaſperated, 
at ſuch oppreſſion, diſclaims humanity, and + 
| ſands a mere machine; a breathing earth= *" 
clod, and unfeeling idiot. Till I ſhall be 
reduced to ſtill more inſenſibility than either, > 


© mn fincerely and 


affectionately your's. 
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